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Monica Vieira Eisenberg



We live in troubling and uncertain times. It is our responsibility to call for 
rationality, common sense, solidarity and national unity, admitting that there 
are no magical solutions, but it is up to the country to look for them arm in arm. 
> Fernando Henrique Cardoso. In the violent experiences of these intersecting ground 
zeroes within the human body, propelled by racism and a viral epidemic, a new tomorrow 
will depend on the type of rapid, intense change we activate and nurture repeatedly within.
> Mae-ling Lokko. There is a technologist and researcher in me that yearns for 
a solution in science: an analytical understanding of the problem, leading to better 
dissemination of information, actionable behaviors and vaccines that can help us 
overcome this. However, there is an emotional animal in me too, and I worry about 
our instinctive response to the unknown: the closing of borders, the hoarding of 
supplies, the fear induced xenophobia. > Ani Liu. Needless to say COVID19 hit 
our perception of time directly. The line of time was bent backwards, pointing at a 
notion of time which was ceaselessly lurking in the depths of our archaic minds. 
Bubble time of boiling water, heat time of a chill that arrives right after sunset, song 
time of morning birds, skin time of a caress that lasts. COVID19 also uncovered 
regardless of how invested we are in a linear time we just could not see the future.
 > Pinar Yoldas. One of the most important lessons of the past few months with Covid 
19 has been to witness the power of sharing ideas, of collaboration and the willingness 
to experiment with new ways of doing things. It is imperative for both practice and the 
academy to seize the moment. In the world of architectural education such an ethos 
of togetherness – based on both openness and hospitality – would enable a radical 
rethinking of the links between pedagogy and society. > Mohsen Mostafavi. It is more 
urgent than ever to remind each other of the wisdom, intelligence, and agency of 
nonhuman beings and the people—often Black, Indigenous, and People of Color—who 
have ardently carried this knowledge from the past. Since we cannot photosynthesize 
ourselves, we are obligated to take from the land, but what would happen if instead 
of labeling the members of the natural world as commodities and resources, we 
saw plants and our relationships with them as gifts? > Mariel Collard Arias.
 Tomorrow never comes. Like the horizon, it is always just over there. Beyond our reach, 
but each day has its own. Before the pandemic, tomorrows seemed more certain and 
grim: we increased the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, the 
acidity of the oceans, deforestation. The tomorrows of today continue in the same vein, 
but they seem to be a little more unpredictable. > Bruno Carvalho. My desire is to build 
a tomorrow where we can return to the etymological meaning of the word economy. 
Economy is taking care of the house, it is taking care of where we live, the space that 
surrounds us, taking care of where we live so that we can protect ourselves and live our 
lives in a holistic way. > Gustavo Neiva. Today, I am lucky; I’m home, I’m healthy, but in 
order for tomorrow to be better I have to think beyond my today. Today, I believe things 
could and should be different. Today, I reflect on what matters and what doesn’t. Today, 
I believe values should be simpler, life can be simpler, and generosity needs to be 

paramount. > Carlos Saldanha. The pandemic has laid bare the painful irrationalities 
of our politico-economic rationale. Talks about a new normal or a post-normal arise 
not because we cannot go back to the world as it was before, but because we should 
not. Locked up in what is undoubtedly the largest social experiment in the history of 
civilization, “the imperative to re-imagine the planet” (to borrow the term from scholar 
Gayatri Spivak) is no longer the duty of scholars, experts, cultural commentators, or 
political leaders. Anyone can and everyone should partake in this common task. > 
Daniel Daou. Societies once geared toward the future, as in the time of the modern 
avant-garde at the beginning of the 20th century, have seen their horizons of expectation 
blurred, dramatically reduced. In a world where the globe shrank, we were left with 
only the compressed and precarious present. After all, the economy is based precisely 
on the anticipated sale of the future through debt and credit. Now, condemned to an 
even narrower future horizon, facing a distressing present that we don’t know how 
long it will last, it is not difficult to imagine dystopian scenarios for the near future. > 
Guilherme Wisnik. You know, even though this happens every day, Tomorrow, I still 
have dreams about what you can bring. Not only dreams, but also plans, hopes, and 
of course illusions. I’m not sure why, but I always end up forgetting that you are made 
primarily of intentions. Without intending to, you end up—almost always—being an inert 
continuation of the Now. > Luis Nobrega. In this moment of suspension, we can reflect 
on our frantic travels and constant commute, the rush to catch up and chaise phantom 
growth ideas often empowered by extractive greed and unsustainable economic logic. 
> Malkit Shoshan. Depending on if you are an optimist, a cynic, a pessimist, an 
idealist, a believer, a denier, tomorrow may now look very different, or it may look 
very similar to what you expected —with only slightly annoying differences. > Pedro 
Gadanho. The children of the neighborhood have taken the time of crisis as an 
opportunity to create, as so many have done in turbulent times before them. They have 
contributed their own glimmers of hope in the form of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
and violet. Each rainbow is a premature augury, drawn during the peak of New York’s 
curve. These small gestures of crayon, marker, or finger paint represent a faith that 
will continue after the storm. > Diana Flatto. For those who are doubly fortunate to 
remain healthy and to be able to observe a sliver of the world through the window, the 
Apocalypse is strange. Everything is still outside, trees standing, roofs in place, and 
few people in sight, although the fact that many people wear masks adds something 
different to the scene. The future announces itself in small everyday displacements, 
in the attitudes that allow us to glimpse it. Masks: self-fear, solidarity with others, 
the feeling of a common destiny, fear of the whole species, trust in science, active 
obedience. > Sidney Chalhoub. It is difficult to know sociologically what will become 
of the post-coronavirus world. It is easier to predict “our” world. I remember that, 
when I was cured of cancer, more than 20 years ago, when the disease was more 
associated with death than today, I felt unprecedented pleasure in admiring the sea, for 
example, which I used to see daily without feeling anything special. > Zuenir Ventura. 20
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Introduction
July 2022

Gabriel Kozlowski
Originally written in English

Tomorrow Anew began as a reaction to a state of crisis. It was one among a 
constellation of artistic expressions that tried to make sense of what was ha-
ppening in the world and do something about it. It was conceived out of an 
urgency to not just sit and observe but, instead, to mobilize people around a 
common cause. Rather than fully fleshed out and planned to its last details, 
Tomorrow Anew was the outcome of a gut feeling that forced us to fight iner-
tia and a sense of disbelief that was starting to weigh heavily on everyone as 
tragic news spilled out day after day in the early months of the pandemic. 
By then, it was already clear that the toll of the new disease mirrored our 
social inequalities. True, one might say the disease spared no one, but this is 
different from saying it flattened structural differences. If anything, the result 
was the opposite: inequalities worsened, and the hardest impacts were felt in 
socially vulnerable regions and disenfranchised communities. This represented 
a segment of the population for whom isolation was not an option, access to 
fast and individualized health care service was nonexistent, and whose daily 
survival depended on the income of the previous month. Thus, as the pande-
mic deepened and uncertainties grew, solidarity among people increased in an 
effort to minimize the harmful consequences of the inequity that was created. 
The feeling was that acts of selflessness were sprouting everywhere along with 
a sense of responsibility, emerging not only from those in a more privileged 
position to those who were not, but also among those in need. It was as if anyo-
ne who could extend a hand to their fellow neighbor would do it if necessary. 
And so did we. The gravity of the situation compelled us to think about ways 
to expand our possibilities for providing help. How could we do more than 
the little we could do individually, so small acts could build up to something 
bigger? Or, more pragmatically, how could we create a channel through which 
those who did not know how to help or had no time to do so could find an easy 
and reliable way to contribute to alleviating the hardship of others? 

The first drive of Tomorrow Anew was its philanthropic ethos, gathering re-
sources—no matter how big or small—to help address a situation that was es-
calating quickly and becoming more critical as time went by. Aware of the ne-
twork we had, we knew a fundraiser could be a viable path, but we also realized 
that, in order to succeed in garnering support, we had to establish trust, clear-
ly communicate our dedication, provide transparency, and make it appealing. 
Thus, we set out to understand how to make donations work legally, transactio-
nally and in terms of user experience. We reached out to lawyers, economists, 
directors of nonprofits, web developers, translators, and marketing professio-
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nals for advice, and this way we established the initial partnerships that built 
the foundations of the campaign; every single one of them offering their time 
and experience without asking anything back. A large component of this initial 
phase was finding the right NGOs to work with that were already committed 
to the Covid-19 cause and that, between them, could have a geographical re-
ach to offer multiple possibilities of assistance in different places around the 
globe. We joined forces with NGOs that were already actively responding to 
the current crisis, covering the US, Kenya, and Brazil, in different regions and 
capacities. They had been selected because of their seriousness, transparen-
cy, efficiency and scope, while acting like redistribution channels. Donations 
would first go to them, from where they entered the targeted communities. 
Thus, our initiative was set to redirect donations to the indigenous peoples of 
the Xingu and to families living in precarious conditions in slums of São Paulo 
(in partnership with Instituto Bei); to quilombola and riverine communities in 
the Amazon (in partnership with Brazil Foundation and Conservation Inter-
national – Brazil); and to families hit hard by the pandemic and the unleashed 
economic crisis in the US and in Kenya (in partnership with GiveDirectly). 
Our campaign was possible because of them: for the beautiful work they were 
doing on the ground and due to the trust these large institutions placed in us, 
i.e. a couple of individuals without any charity structure in place or previous 
knowledge in philanthropy. Side-by-side, Tomorrow Anew moved from design 
into action, becoming a vehicle to connect new donors to people in need.

If gathering donations was a response to the present situation, one that focused 
on the immediate and urgent needs of those in need of support and not afte-
rwards, we were convinced that, as a global society, we would come out of this 
challenge stronger if we also took steps to secure our futures. Not only acting 
through doing but also acting through thinking. Being able to imagine what 
tomorrow might hold, where it could be taken, or what we wanted it to be was 
necessary to avoid missing an opportunity of converting disintegration into 
evolution. The need was to fight the inertia of sticking to a form of presentism 
and problem-solving mode only while losing sight of a broader perspective. 
Thinking, far from a passive act, becomes an active, political stance that extends 
in time. Through thinking, we can extract lessons from the past, from what 
brought us to such a point of collapse, so as to re-channel them forward, pre-
empting the future of similar mistakes. We can reject the many facets of prag-
matism, utilitarianism, economicism and conformism and accept to give room 
to innovation, imagination, daydreaming and utopia. The same way that the 
idea of the present is something we have socially constructed rather than being 
a natural, given, or preordained concept, so too should the future be. But the 

future also takes its form from a given present, some would argue, more sober 
than idealized, a predetermined extension of our current certainties. This view 
suggests a tomorrow that replicates the path that led to today. The future is not 
different from what the present once was: a past promise of brighter days, fai-
led due to the very systems of politics, capital accumulation, social exploitation 
and disregard of nature that we see invariably continuing into the future. In 
fact, reconciling the two views is a negotiation between optimism and pessi-
mism. Perhaps it is a matter of understanding what triggers real change. Is it 
a matter of scale: how much is enough for a wake-up call? Or, is it perhaps a 
matter of method, a search for the processes that may occasion rupture? Regar-
dless of the direction, it became important to us to delve into the relationship 
between this dystopic moment and our potential futures. We sought to use the 
multiple kinds of resources and energy we were mobilizing to build, in parallel 
to the fundraising efforts, a platform where thoughts about our future could be 
collected and shared. This was a platform conceived of as an incentive for pe-
ople to reflect collectively, to take time to stop, and then think. Thus, we asked 
them: “What will be different tomorrow?” And their answers became this book.

This is a book about envisioned futures from the perspective of a derailed pre-
sent. We reached out to a wide range of people, from multiple backgrounds, 
genders, races, ethnicities and nationalities. We asked for reflections from pro-
fessionals in the arts, design, photography, architecture, literature, journalism, 
cinema, sociology, psychology, healthcare, economics, entrepreneurship, law, 
politics, climate activism and more. From a former president to a housewife. 
We heard from intellectuals we admire and individuals we do not know as a 
result of both the direct invitations we sent and the campaign’s organic disse-
mination due to the open character of its online presence, expanding answers 
beyond our initial circle. As there was no imposed framework for the indivi-
dual reflections, they came in multiple formats and lengths. From a paragraph 
to an essay to a movie script. Some reflected on the future they saw as needed, 
others on the future they wanted, and others yet on the future they thought 
inevitable. Some thought there was no future. In hindsight, we see the answers 
as a balancing act between hope and disillusionment and, generally speaking, 
the feeling is that they tended to get grimmer the later they were written. 
Despite the severe atmosphere of the moment and the shared anguish, it is 
noticeable that in the first phase of the pandemic there was a hint of excite-
ment, even if in reverse: a sense that from the dusk of doom a new dawn would 
arise. This change in tone according to the period of the year compelled us to 
take advantage of the timeframe of the book’s production process to deepen its 
content and gather updated reflections from some individuals who had already 
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submitted answers a year before, like a recall. Reading their reflections before 
and after the pandemic offers a fascinating perspective on its development. 

Throughout production, we also explored another type of dialogue through the 
medium of interviews. We selected eight outstanding thinkers for whom the 
pandemic had become an extra drive to expand their practices around social, 
political and environmental rights. They deal with questions pertaining to uni-
versal access to housing (Carmen Silva), the role of design in the provision of 
an affordable and equitable city (Adele Santos), the defense of indigenous ter-
ritories (Sonia Guajajara), women’s rights and gender equality (Ana Cristina 
González Vélez), transnational solutions to the refugee crisis (Admir Masic), 
rights to sovereignty and peace in Ukraine (Vita Susak), protection of the 
Amazon forest and its inhabitants (Beto Veríssimo), and the ethics of scien-
tific development as it intersects with politics (Sheila Jasanoff ). Furthermore, 
to this collection of eight verbal reflections, we added ten visual essays. These 
were generous gifts from renowned Brazilian photographers who have been 
photographing indigenous tribes for decades. Concluding the book, the collec-
tion of about sixty  photographs depicts the beauty of Brazil’s native peoples, 
a group for whom the pandemic has been particularly destructive due to their 
low immunity to viruses, collective traditional ways of living, limited access to 
health services and hospitals, and current governmental inaction. These photos 
are an homage to their cultures that have for so long persevered against adverse 
conditions, such as the one built around the current administration, which has 
mobilized everything in its power to dismantle such communities and cede 
their lands to agribusiness and resource extraction activities. By depicting mul-
tiple aspects of indigenous peoples’ life, culture and arts, these photographers 
help raise awareness about the urgency of valuing and protecting Brazil’s origi-
nal inhabitants, who, at the end of the day, are the true owners of this land and 
the most important protectors of its forests. Altogether, between reflections, 
recalls, essays, interviews and photographs, the book depicts the thoughts of 
200 people, written in two batches between April and October 2020, and Mar-
ch and July of 2022, building a panorama of the ways we have dealt with the 
crisis.

The book organizes this written material into 5 sections, which also reflect the 
structure of its chapters. They are: Cell, Hiatus, Debris, Locus and Care. Each 
chapter’s beginning offers a deeper elaboration on these words, trying to con-
vey a set of positions and feelings that make sense when read together. Siding 
more with the poetic than with the utilitarian, they represent a loose attempt at 
categorization and clustering designed to emphasize some areas of discussion 

while also facilitating the reader’s access to the different themes present in the 
publication. The purpose was not to build a rigid framework that precisely 
corresponded to the content of each individual reflection; instead, it was an 
exercise to help identify and point to intersections that can be perceived when 
a group of texts is viewed collectively. This way, the sections should rather be 
understood as a retroactive effort on extracting some of the main concerns that 
cut across the texts while finding similarities and differences between them. 
The sections were then ordered as to subtly suggest a progression of feelin-
gs and postures towards the pandemic, ranging from disbelief to hope and 
renewal. Naturally, an attempt at categorization for something that was not 
originally designed to fit into categories risks oversimplifying or diluting the 
nuances of the arguments. Our response to that was to first embrace the insta-
bility of the sections’ labels and actively work to blur the boundaries between 
them by positioning texts that talk across sections when it came to the closing 
and opening of each chapter. To reinforce this blurring, we also used the in-
terviews as transition moments between the chapters. Displayed in pairs, they 
function as thematic markers leading the conversation from certain themes 
into others. Second, we created a system of keywords that offered more depth 
to the classification while the same time providing the reader with a roadmap 
to find in the book the reflections that spoke to their interests. By following the 
keywords, each reader can create his or her own paths for accessing the content 
and navigating through the multiple discussions. One may decide, for exam-
ple, to read only the texts tagged as Nature, while someone else may prefer to 
explore Routine, Politics and Nostalgia and see how these topics have been 
addressed by our writers. Equally valid would be to ignore the keywords and 
sections altogether and read the texts chronologically. All in all, the book offers 
multiple discussion paths, including, we believe, many we have not foreseen.
Another component that is important to emphasize when introducing this 
publication is that the initial campaign was bigger in scope than the actual 
book. Not everything from there made it here. A couple of examples include 
the material of the crowdfunding campaign launched by Instituto BEI and 
Tide Setubal simultaneously to our campaign and with whom we joined forces; 
the artwork auction we created under the name “Mapping Brazil” to increase 
our fundraising capacity by selling the maps myself and my fellow co-curators 
created for the Brazilian pavilion at the 2018 Venice Biennale; the event we 
prepared for the ringing of the New York Stock Exchange closing bell to raise 
awareness for our campaign; the countless social media content, pitch decks 
and marketing materials; and, most importantly, the gorgeous digital anima-
tion that Turkish media artist Refik Anadol crafted specifically for Tomorrow 
Anew depicting the spatial evolution of Covid-19 cases throughout the world. 
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The work entitled New Gravity of the Earth builds a 3D visualization that 
draws data from John Hopkins University and Healthmap.org, mapping the 
2.5 million confirmed cases as of June 2020. The data was processed to make 
legible the cumulative sum of infections throughout time, filtered by conti-
nent, country, province and city, while encouraging a more comprehensive un-
derstanding of the current moment and the imagination of a post-pandemic 
world, where global interconnections will be instrumental for our collective 
healing process. Refik’s generosity in producing this piece and helping expand 
the campaign makes any note of appreciation fall short next to it; we can only 
express our gratitude for this collaboration. The reason it was not included in 
the book is simply due to the different nature of its content in comparison to 
the ones we chose to prioritize: raw texts and visuals of indigenous peoples. 
The New Gravity of the World should be experienced in its original version, 
hence the video can be seen online at the locations listed in the footnote1. All 
these components, succinctly listed here, were as integral parts of the campaign 
as the content that ended up in the making of the book. They were equally 
important for building momentum to our fundraising efforts while also giving 
them legitimacy, traction, reach and, ultimately, success.

To conclude, this book also acts as the end point of a long enterprise. Both 
symbolically and practically. Practically, because it is a way to show ourselves 
accountable to all the trust that has been deposited in us. As it consolidates 
the content produced by hundreds of people in a single place, it concomitantly 
makes such content concrete, allowing it to endure beyond the pandemic years. 
In this sense, the book can be seen as an artifact, a small glimpse into a parti-
cular time. Additionally, it provides a section explicitly labeled Accountability, 
where it offers an overview of the path the donations took until reaching their 
recipients. On the symbolic side, the book marks a completion. It is a culmina-
tion of events, time, resources and the good will many people put into making 
a philanthropic drive an actual source of impact.
 
All this considered, the book is an opportunity to thank genuinely and publicly 
everyone who participated in any capacity throughout the different phases of 
the initiative. To every single contributor who donated their time and know-
ledge to put Tomorrow Anew together; to all who embraced the prompt and 
donated their ideas in the form of written reflections and conversations; to 
every generous person who donated money to the campaign, as well as those 

who gracefully received the donations; and to all our partners and sponsors we 
could not be more grateful. Although we have listed their names in the front 
credits, here we pay an additional homage to our closest partners: the Brazil 
Foundation, under the leadership of Rebecca Tavares; the Instituto BEI, he-
aded up by Tomas Alvim and Marisa Moreira Salles; the Harvard David Ro-
ckefeller Center for Latin American Studies, with its executive director of the 
Brazil Office Maria Helena Monteiro and program manager Tiago Genoveze; 
and our publisher Editora Gryphus, under the creative and resourceful figure 
of Gisela Zincone. Finally, we extend the thank-you note to the readers, who, 
by acquiring this publication, are not only valuing and celebrating this work, 
but also providing proceeds to the inhabitants of the Amazon region and the 
Association for the Indigenous Territories of the Xingu (ATIX).

We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts and sincerely wish that the 
compilation of ideas presented here sparks a sense of empathy, curiosity and 
responsibility towards the building of our collective tomorrow.

Gabriel Kozlowski
Campaign Author & Book Editor

Belém, Brazil. July, 2022

Studio Refik Anadol: https://refikanadol.com.
New Gravity of the Earth: https://vimeo.com/446199466.
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The concept of entropy is present in the second law of thermodynamics, 
which implies the inexorable loss present in all energy processes as well as 
the irreversibility of a closed system. It describes the degree of disorder and 
randomness in a system. According to Robert Smithson, certain landscapes, 
characterized by processes of continuous destruction, would be better 
characterized as “post-natural.” due to the scale and intensity of the change 
they underwent. They can never really be recovered; there is no return to 
a previous state. Smithson’s “entropic landscapes” are places where the 
self-regulating and self-sustaining processes of nature are so hopelessly 
compromised that the spontaneous return of an ecological activity is no 
longer possible. 1 What is left are transformed spaces, simultaneously new 
and old, that describe both a collapse and an emerging order. 

Old because they function as indexes of past configurations that persist to 
some degree in the present. Like ruins, they reveal pasts that have been 
broken but nevertheless linger around in a compromised form. Not fully 
dead, neither fully alive. These are pasts that have begun perishing, taking 
with them old ways of living, thinking and relating. While they crumble, they 
reveal the obscenity of their constitutions, more random and makeshift than 
planned and stable as it was made believe. 
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Debris
3rd GROUP

In their decomposition, however, they serve as nutrition for an emerging 
stratum of life. In this sense, they also represent something new. They have 
the capacity to inaugurate new forms and spaces of existence. So what 
appeared to be disorder was only such due to a particular perspective or 
limited observation time. The pieces that had been disassembled always 
carried with them the seeds of rearrangement. A new ecology arising from 
the ashes of an older one. This does not mean that the new mirrors the old, 
but that successions are made out of the interchange between continuity 
and discontinuity, between appropriation and rupture. It is never solely one 
side, even if the relationship is established in the reverse: one exists as it 
negates the other. 

The collection of texts in this section reveals states of deterioration. Be 
it deterioration brought by the crisis or unveiled by it; novel or existent. 
They bring attention to the decline of paradigms and to the disintegration 
of certainties. Some point to the formation of ruins in the present, while 
others predict their appearance in the future. Destruction is at times seen as 
transitory, at others as perennial. Nothing is solid as it used to be. Debris is 
everywhere. The only nature is post-nature.

1. Peter Smithson and Robert Smithson, Robert Smithson: the collected writings. ed. (Berkeley, California: 
University of California Press, 1996).
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Ani Liu

Experimental artist and technologist. B.A. from 
Dartmouth College, Master of Architecture from the 

Harvard Graduate School of Design, and a Master of 
Science from the MIT Media Lab. Associate Professor of 

Practice at the University of Pennsylvania.

USA / Narrative / 26-Jun-2020 
Originally written in English

collectivity, politics, technology, hope

"What we are dealing with in this new 

technology of power is not exactly so-

ciety (or at least not the social body, as 

defined by the jurists), nor is it the in-

dividual body. It is a new body, a mul-

tiple body, a body with so many heads 

that, while they might not be infinite 

in number, cannot necessarily be coun-

ted. Biopolitics deals with the popula-

tion, with the population as a political 

problem, as a problem that is at once 

scientific and political, as a biologi-

cal problem and as power’s problem."

- M. Foucault1

UA single-stranded RNA virus with ~30,000 
base pairs2 has radically impacted everything 
from the global economy down to the daily so-
cial ritual of the handshake. When I first stu-
died Foucault's notion of biopolitics, I never 
imagined that we would be living today in such 
a biopolitical crisis.

There is a technologist 
and researcher in me 
that yearns for a solution 
in science: an analytical 
understanding of the 
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1. M. Foucault. 1997. 
"The Birth of Biopoli-
tics," 73-79 in Ethics, 
Subjectivity, and Truth: 
P. Rabinow and J.D. Fau-
bion eds. New Press.
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problem, leading to better dissemination of in-
formation, actionable behaviors, and vaccines 
that can help us overcome this. However, there 
is an emotional animal in me too, and I worry 
about our instinctive response to the unknown: 
the closing of borders, the hoarding of supplies, 
the fear-induced xenophobia. We continue to 
see this today, with face coverings as both a 
scientifically demonstrated way to diminish the 
spread of the virus and a cultural flashpoint in 
which some Americans feel a threat to "their 
liberty." The data showing that mask-wearing 
can help lower the transmission and spread of 
this pandemic comes head to head with societal 
norms and concerns. Unfortunately, reason is 
often not the antidote to fear or anxiety. Being 
presented with facts and data is often not as 
influential as the tantalizing clickbait yelling 
straight at your amygdala.

There is a tenuous relationship between how 
humans move back and forth between emo-
tion and reason, and as an artist and designer, 
I have spent a great deal of time meditating on 
this. How does scientific knowledge cross the 
threshold into the realm of cultural and poli-
tical influence to induce behavioral change? 
People exist in cultures with beliefs and tradi-
tions, and for better or worse, this impacts how 
they interpret facts. Cultural values can often 
clash with known factual information, as we see 
with various responses to climate change, the 
efficacy of vaccines, and even the geometry of 

our planet. Distrust in 
the systems of power 
that produce knowled-
ge, whether medical or 
political, or both, has 
further complicated this 
dynamic.

There are some breakthroughs that are urgently 
needed and urgently need enacting, such as tho-
se to help healthcare workers safely serve on the 
frontline. However, there are also cultural bre-
akthroughs that are urgently needed but require 
longer incubation periods to become effective: 
new habits for hygiene, new rituals for connec-
ting, new modes of being maintaining solidarity 
while apart. As Foucault points out in The Birth 
of Biopolitics, there are many modalities throu-
gh which individuals construct subjectivities 
between the collective and the self, mediated by 
many systems of power: economic, technologic, 
governmental. It is my hope that we can take 
this crisis as an opportunity to remake the many 
broken systems that this moment has exposed. 
The agency found within design plays a large 
role in reshaping these shifting realities.
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2. Chen, Yu, et al. "Emer-
ging Coronaviruses: Ge-
nome Structure, Replica-
tion, and Pathogenesis." 
Journal of Medical Vi-
rology, John Wiley and 
Sons Inc., Apr. 2020, 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pubmed/31967327/.
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Masks, gloves, scarf and hat were de rigueur. And upon returning from the diseased 
outside world, I required both of us to change shoes and shirts and immediately wash 
hands for 30 seconds. > Angelica Walker. I write from the chair in which I have sat 
every day for 97 days. From here, looking at my own reflected image superimposed 
on the text that I write, rewrite, and give up writing, I know that I cannot and, perhaps 
for this reason, I do not want to contribute with assertive or minimally objective 
reflections about the future time. > Pedro Varella. My tomorrow will become multi-
scalar (and multi-choice) again in the coming months. What will be different tomorrow? 
My everyday choices, as real life thrives in the everyday, not in the tomorrows.
> Marta M. Roy Torrecilla. Much has been discussed about the possible impacts of the 
pandemic in the labor market. The need for isolation imposed by the coronavirus is forcing 
companies to adapt to a new reality that demands innovative solutions and the adoption 
of new work dynamics. > Bruno Rodrigues. In this same ship we are in, we live with the 
expectation of what the promising future may bring, and with the debts and liabilities that 
we still have to reverse. Since “my destiny will be as God wants it,” may God soon resolve the 
latter. > Isaac Volschan. Change in emotions, where the comfort of being in the presence 
of one might be replaced by a greater comfort with the absence. Although optimism is 
what we need in a time like this, we need to be smart with our optimism. Smarter move 
in the present by adhering to the restrictions, is what keeps our future safe and stable. 
> Adil Aly. We can and must transform the experience of the epidemic into 
something positive, thinking about a fairer, less unequal world, and this should also 
apply to thinking about the climate crisis, a ticking time bomb. But how to sensitize 
people just as they were sensitized by the viral threat? Why wait for the worst 
to happen when we can act now as we are already working against COVID-19? 
> Marcelo de Troi & Wagner Quintilio. We learn from sadness, they say, sadness 
strengthens us, they say, sadness makes us capable, they say. Sadness, death, hunger, 
they say. Tomorrow we’ll come back, they say, tomorrow we’ll change, they say, 
tomorrow we’ll recover, they say. > Paula Braun. Upon the ruins of the present and 
the aftermath, it will be a great impact to reassess our attitudes as human beings, the 
great damage we have already caused. And there are so many—we will need to enter 
a new cycle, to recreate ourselves. > Charles Silva. We live, in these present times, 
in a very difficult moment of human life. We live in a time of illness, of loss of loved 
ones. Humanity has suffered from this virus, in which many have lost their father and 
mother, have lost their sons, their daughters, their brothers and sisters, their family. The 
world has suffered a lot from this cursed disease. > José Benedito Tui(~) Huni Kuin.
You are only free if you have the full capacity to know the exact weight of 
every little gesture you put into the world, and this is impossible. For this 
reason, the human race decides nothing, it is a prisoner of itself, and worse, it 
doesn’t know it. It is too arrogant, short-sighted, selfish, and, above all, clumsy. 
> Pedro Roquette-Pinto. Tomorrow will be warmer and more humid–sweat will drip 
down our cheeks and the slight taste of salt on our lips will feel bitter once again. 

We have already experienced tomorrow, many times now. > João Costa. I hope the 
world post coronavirus can be a better one, and that the lessons learned are not 
regarding the lack of sociability, but the power of collective will. > Olivia Serra. 
History teaches us that we have never emerged the same, as humanity, from such 
profound crises. This pandemic has made us reflect on our deep inequalities and, 
mainly, on the model of society in which we live. > Tábata Amaral. The good news 
is that we can still have a different world for a better tomorrow. There are few items 
to change—but difficult ones. Respect for human rights and the environment would 
already make a huge difference. > Luis Erlanger. To answer this question about a new 
tomorrow, we need first to reflect on the aspects that urgently need change, because 
the best way to predict the future is to invent it. We shall envision the opportunities we 
want to create, instead of dealing with short term circumstances. > Ariel Kozlowski.
We are all aware that, in the near future, human relationships will be different. As 
a result of the coronavirus, it is as if the time factor will be interrupted and, instead 
of encompassing a development dictated by the course of history, will suddenly be 
condensed. > Isaac Karabtchevsky. I hope that the shock of this pandemic will jolt 
people out of their desire to ignore global issues like climate change. I hope our 
growing sense of urgency, of solidarity, of stubborn optimism and empowerment to 
take action, can be one thing that rises out of this terrible situation. Because while 
we will, eventually, return to normal after this pandemic, the climate that we know as 
normal is never coming back. > Christiana Figueres. The Coronavirus epidemic, as 
one of the plagues of old, feels like one of these landmark moments in history, when 
bashed human culture remembers its lost virtues, drawing on one of the traits that 
most distinctively makes us human, the ability to gather strength and positivity from 
moments of despair and uncertainty. > Alejandro de Miguel Solano.  We are currently 
in an inflection point in human history. We have gone from speed to curated, connected 
to analog, and from stigma to strength. We are in a time of a creative renaissance where 
we are redefining our inner circle and our values. > Mark Bryan. That our leaders 
and population would show solidarity with those who need it most. That we would 
believe more in science and data. May we believe more in forgiveness and love. May 
we have prosperity for all and peace. > Igor Lima. And how can we think of a new 
tomorrow? A tomorrow that is not as frightening as the present we are living in. Maybe 
it is the small hidden actors that change the big narratives and make us believe that 
there are better possibilities for the future. > Isabella Simões. The world used to be 
turned outward, people only looked at other people’s houses, other people’s lives, other 
people’s countries. Today, and in the near future, they will have to look at their homes, 
their countries, their lives, they will be turned toward themselves, more concerned 
about helping others, because we will all need help in some way. > Fernanda Ferreira. 
What will be different tomorrow? Probably nothing. However, the broader sense of 
tomorrow is some period of time that we can work towards. What might be different 
tomorrow is based on how and what we work on from now. > Nazareth Ekmekjian. G
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Tomorrow Anew 

Amidst the Covid-19 crisis, a wide range of people from diverse backgrounds, 

genders, races, ethnicities, and nationalities were invited to reflect on our common 

future. Responding to the question "What will be different tomorrow?", professionals 

from the arts, architecture, literature, journalism, film, sociology, psychology, health, 

economics, law, politics, climate activism, and more shared their thoughts on the 

post-pandemic tomorrow. Some reflected on the future they deemed necessary, 

others on the future they desired, and still others on the future they considered 

inevitable. Their responses have become this book.

Through reflections, memories, dreams, conversations, and photographs, the book 

portrays thoughts compiled between 2020 and 2022, thus constructing a panorama 

of how we have dealt with the crisis. As an artifact of a particular moment in 

human history, Tomorrow Anew is a memory; both tales of what we imagined and 

reassessments of what could have been different.




